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Subject goal 
The purpose of the subject is to improve further methodological issues particularly with regard to the selected specialization 
on the basis of perceiving methodological norms applicable in a given field of science. In so far the subject will adapt to 
individual interests of students and the personal choice of literature related to the topic of the dissertation. 

Subject outcome 

The student should demonstrate that he has mastered the methodological contents to the extent that enables him to detect 

and apply certain methodological conception in his doctoral thesis. It would be optimal that every student through 

consultations with mentor and subject teacher writes a seminar paper as a methodological introduction to his doctoral thesis, 

and through his oral defense he would pass the exam/- formulating responses to basic theoretical questions about the subject 

and the task of environmental science, the methods used for the purpose of acquiring scientific knowledge and conceptual 

solutions to problems and ways of communicating researched results. The course includes the elaboration of specific and 

universal methodology. The subject and methods of study lead to knowledge of the various fields of science. Since 

environmental sciences are multidisciplinary by the nature, students need to master a series of natural-scientific and social-

scientific techniques for obtaining relevant information, but also the ability to exhibit results obtained through scientific 

papers. 

Subject content 

Тheoretical classes 
1. The origin and epistemological status of epistemological norms(inductivity naturality, apriority) 

2. Types of methodological norms 

3. Logical foundation and empirical motivation of methodological norms 

4. Verifying methodological norms in history of science and scientific practice  

5. Sociological, psychological and heuristic aspects of methodological norms 

6. Methodological norms and the organization of science 

7. Development and evolution of methodological norms 

8. Mutual relation  of different norms and problems of their interpretation 

9. The role of norms in actual development of scientific acknowledgement 

10. General and specific norms 

11. The relation of methodological and other (ethic, axiological, etc) norms in scientific practice 

12. The function of methodological norms in context of revelation and the context of justification (assessment) 

13. Absolutism and relativism in following methodological norms 

Practical classes 

The application of different methods through assembling research papers and solving problems. Students apply the most 

relevant techniques of empirical research- conducting researches, interviews, case studies etc.  
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Number of active teaching classes: 10  

Оther classes: Lectures: 5 Practice: Study research paper: 5 

Teaching methods 
Lectures are conducted through achromatic and interactive/dialogical teaching method, wherein it is expected by students to 
actively participate in discussion about theoretical interesting questions and to independently prepare announcements from  



 chosen parts of the material (brief statements from wider selection of literature). It is desirable during the course that each 

student writes seminar paper that would be in relation to the theme of doctoral thesis and in certain sense represent its 

methodological starting point. 

Knowledge evaluation (maximum number of points is 100) 

Pre-exam obligations points Final exam points 

Аctivity during lectures 10 Written exam  

Seminar paper 40 Oral exam 50 

 


