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       FINAL REPORT FROM THE CONFERENCE                     

Circular Serbia 

 

* 
 

"On a road of circular economy in Serbia - advantage and cooperation of European and Serbian 

recycle industry", in Belgrade, Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Serbia - Kneza Miloša 

12, 13 December 2018. There were 106 participants from different concerned groups: industry, 

state and local administration, academia, CSO, representatives of the International organizations 

as well as representatives from the diplomatic missions. 

 
The motto of Conference is: 

“To make something we still don’t have from something we already 

got while leaving no environmental footprint behind” 

 
Conference is the final event of the whole project that has been supported by EU funds 

through European Institute for Innovations and Technologies (EIT Raw Materials) aiming at 

promoting benefits of deep digitalization in recycling industry, at increased competitiveness, growth 

and attractiveness of this sector that is to be achieved through radical changes in business models, 

new educational formats and guided entrepreneurship, which shall enable Serbian companies to 

become accountable partners with European industries in areas of waste management and recycling 

and renewable energy use, as well as to get acquainted with good practice examples. 

Conference recommendations 
 

To enable transition from linear economic model (produce, spend, and dispose) to 

the circular model (produce, spend, recycle and return back to production), by: 

 
● providing marketing conditions to enable circular economy 

business model; 

● reforming public utility sector; 

● solving the problem of waste disposal and dumps; 

● promoting deep digitalization, recycling economy and energy 

efficiency with extended use of renewable energy; 

● improving and upgrading educational system; 

● setting up modern informational system with efficient data collection 

and data management; 

● installing a system for transparent, responsible and accountable 

resources management (including green public procurement, 

monitoring, and control); 
 

http://www.wb-consulting.com/
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Operational modalities for implementation of recommendations 

 
 

1.  To establish an institutional framework for interactive cooperation of all 

stakeholders (industry and economic associations, national and local 

authorities, academia, professional organizations and institutions and 

CSOs). Whether there is a need for setting up new and efficient formats 

or to use some of the existing platforms like NALED, SCMC, SCC or 

similar with additional participation of representatives from other 

concerned groups is subject to mutual interests and consensus. 

 
2. To secure support of international bilateral and multilateral organizations 

and institutions in order to enable implementation of international 

standards. 

 
3.  To speed up legislation process, hand in hand with support of other 

stakeholders and to ensure strict implementation of such delivered 

regulations. 

 
4.  To establish a sustainable financing system for supporting circular 

economy business model along with systematic incentives and fining 

measures. 

 
5. In parallel with aforementioned activities, there is an outstanding need 

for introducing efficient tools to support transition from linear to circular 

economy model, including contemporary tracking, monitoring and 

management of raw materials, programs for institutional and informal 

education upgrades, projects social mobilization and awareness raising on 

needs to change individual and social behavior in order to obtain 

sustainable economic development. 

 

* 
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AGENDA 
 

INTRODUCTORY NOTES 

 
• Dušan Vasiljević, Western Balkan Consulting Global, Chairman 

• Miroslav Miletić, Advisor to the President of Serbian Chamber of Commerce 

• Filip Abramović, Assistant Minister, Ministry for environmental protection, 

• Nebojša Redzić, Environmental Agency of Serbia, HoD 

 
In introductory part, Dušan Vasiljević, chairman UO/WBCG, presented in brief the 

project which was implemented by consortium of Wuppertal Institute, RWTH Aachen, Delft 

University of Technology and Western Balkans Consulting Global (WBCG) over one and a 

half year. Conference "Circular Serbia" is the concluding event of the project, highlighting 

the following: 

 
▪ analysis of the current state of the art in the Republic of Serbia; 

▪ obstacles and challenges; 

▪ exchange of experiences and good practices; 

▪ possible ways implementation in Serbia; 

▪ proposals for solutions. 

 
It is important to emphasize the need for transition from linear economic and industrial 

model to circular one that stands for efficient use of resources and raw materials, recycling 

and reuse of waste, being it a way to improved efficiency and competitiveness of industries as 

well as to reduction of the environmental footprint. 

 

The circular model implies three cycles of the product life: extended duration, 

reparation of products after the end of their usage and, finally, the recycling process from 

which we gain new and quality raw material for production. 

 
Miroslav Miletic, Advisor to the President of Serbian Chamber of Commerce, pointed 

out on the need to change our habits, way of thinking and business model. 

He indicated that the excessive consumption of conventional sources of energy 

impacted on degrading the environment and according to that he underlined their efforts on 

implementation of the Renewable Energy Strategy. 

Furthermore, Miroslav Miletic pointed out to three important pillars in this concept: 

Innovation, Infrastructure, and Information which are crucial for the implementation of the 

circular economy platform. Introducing this business model in the Republic of Serbia could 

enable about 30,000 of new green jobs, especially in the recycling sector. 

 
Filip Abramović, Assistant Minister, Ministry for environmental protection, in his 

speech identified circular economy as an important solution of the problem for the 

management of both historical and newly generated waste and highlighted the efforts of the 

Ministry in addressing all the challenges in waste management. 

All the projects done so far but also the ones that are going to be implemented in 

future must be implemented in cooperation with all the concerned parties, particularly with 
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NGOs and CSOs, Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of Finance. He emphasizes that 

the circular economy should immediate part of our everyday life in the Republic of Serbia 

and not the future. The efforts to understanding the circular economy are aimed at building 

up IT capacities, at adapting Serbian's legislation in the frame of EU legislation, as well as at 

continuous cooperation with a non-governmental and international organization. 

Mister Abramovic announced that the new, advanced waste management system shall 

be elaborated and established during the 2019 year. 

 
Nebojša Redzić, Environmental Agency of Serbia, Head of National Pollutants 

Register, pointed out in his presentation the positive impact that circular economy 

model has on climate change mitigation and respective consequences. There is no "waste" in 

nature and we should abandon such qualification in our world, as well and to see the waste as 

a valuable resource that we can still use. Agency has set up data collection system for waste 

generation. (Agency gets about 14,000 reports annually). Current platform is not perfect and 

Agency would go for improving it.  

Goals by 2035 are to have 85% of packaging waste recycled and that the all plastic 

must be 100% biodegradable. 

Mister Redzic underlined the importance of the Paris Treaty, COP 21 and its goals, 

considering circular economy as a way for reducing the air temperature growth on Earth. 

 

 
First Panel 

 
• Henning Wilts, Wuppertal Institute - Circular Economy challenges in Germany and 

Europe 

• Valentina Janev, Mihajlo Pupin Institute - MOVECO project 

• Aleksandra Vučinić, Head of circular and green economy issue group, Ministry for 

Environmental protection 

• Aleksandar Jovović, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering - waste to energy 

• Dušan Vasiljević, WBCG, new technologies in waste management 

o Special presentation: GREENCHAIN - Mališa Pušonja, Milan Ilić, CTO 

MVP Workshop 

 
Moderator: Siniša Mitrović, Head of circular economy department 

 
The Keynote speaker of this Panel was Hening Wilts, from the Wuppertal Institute, 

who delivered a presentation on "Circular Economy challenges in Germany and Europe", with 

European vision and strategy for the implementation of a circular economy model, supported 

by the European Environment Agency. 

He estimated that circular economy model might spare over 700,000.00 billion dollars. 

The inclusion of socially responsible companies and their production programs would create 

new jobs in Europe that might easily top at 1.2 to 1.5 million new employees At the same 

time, one must count the potential loss of 250,000 existing jobs because of transferring from 

one business model to another and from disappearance of old industries simultaneously with 

development of new technologies and new jobs. This requires modern and faster 

infrastructure that can smoothly and quickly adapt to new, circular economy models. The 

countries, which already have adopted most of the circular economy principles and that are 
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gaining significant profit from its implementation in practice are Netherlands, France and the 

United Kingdom. The basic problem of Serbia is a very low recycling rate (even below 

3%), which is a prerequisite for the successful implementation of the circular economy 

concept. Good practice example is Germany where the recycling rate is over 86%. However, 

only 14% of new raw materials come from the recycling industry what indicates that the issue 

is not just about the rate of recycling, but also who uses the products of the waste treatment 

and do we have enough of these raw material consumers. It is of the highest concern that only 

30% of 322 million tons of plastic which are produced annually are collected and recycled. 

Secondary plastics covers only 6% of recycling process and the European Commission in its 

Strategy emphasizes the need for rapid reduction of large amounts of one off plastic and 

inadequate management of this category of waste material. In some countries of the European 

Union, the use of certain types of plastic is banned and new types of biodegradable materials 

are introduced. 

European goals for 2025 are to have all European countries collecting at least 90% 

recyclable raw materials. The current situation shows that recycled materials are almost twice 

as expensive, but the circular economy model enables distribution of costs and profits in a way 

that provides higher profit margins. In order to secure competitiveness, products made out 

of recycled materials should be, at least, 20% cheaper than those made from natural resources. 

It is therefore important to introduce strict standards for recycled materials and to define 

transaction costs, that is, the costs of technological transition. 

The benefits of the circular economy are saved natural resources, thus preserved 

environment, reduced impact on climate changes and more innovative and better quality new 

products. Mr.Wilts pointed out that significant initial investments in research, development 

and monitoring are needed in order to successfully establish a circular economy system. Due 

course after the initial exploitation and return on investment, one can expect profit from a 

circular economy. However, a close link between science and industry, R&D and development 

are needed. 

The situation in Serbia is far from good. We depend entirely on natural resources and 

it is necessary to change this concept as soon as possible. The risks are low awareness, 

ignorance and misunderstanding of the need for transition, furthermore, in geopolitical 

relations and emerging global changes as well as in economic and environmental security 

threats. 

Building up capacities and obtaining new knowledge on the transition process are 

obtained from positive experience, but also very much by learning from mistakes and failures 

done. Therefore, a study trip to three different EU countries (Belgium, Netherlands, and 

Germany) organized for participants from Serbia, provided them the outstanding opportunity 

to get acquainted with the practice examples of the circular economy models. 

 
Valentina Janev, from the Institute Mihajlo Pupin, presented the MOVECO project as 

a powerful tool for the implementation of the circular economy. The project started in 2016 

and should be completed by the year 2019. MOVECO is a platform for B2B cooperation 

but also with add-ons aiming at enabling the marketing of goods and services concerning waste 

management. The platform started to operate in July 2018 and comprises a number of 

examples of good practice from Serbia, instructions for new start-up jobs, as well as for 

additional trainings and education. The platform is still in Beta version, where cooperation 

on further development of the platform was made with partners in Romania and Bulgaria. 

MOVECO is a model for improving data collection. For the time being, it is free and enables 

fast information exchange. Target groups are small and medium enterprises and the 
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registration process is very simple. The platform enables exchange of various information, 

including on environmental issues.  
 

Aleksandra Vučinić, from the Ministry of Environmental Protection, pointed out that 

the Republic of Serbia today has a problem of increased consumption in all segments of 

society and that the circular economy model must also include these aspects. Within the 

Work Plan for 2019, it is necessary to define what the liabilities of industries and socially 

responsible companies are how they cope with waste management and where they 

implemented circular economy model, if they did. The first step is certainly the answer to 

the questions: "What do we need to do and how achieve this?!"  

She has two more incumbents in her Department. Ministry has 17 strategic goals out of 

few has to do with circular economy. On December 21, the Ministry shall organize Forum to 

determine goals for 2019. Participants shall be from United Nations Development Program 

(UNDP), GIZ, Serbian Chamber of Commerce, NALED and few others. The new goals will 

consider collection, recycling and waste disposal systems. Laws that should be supporting the 

implementation of the circular economy, include Law on Waste Management and Law on 

Packaging and Packaging Waste. Within the National Waste Management Strategy, principles 

of the circular economy, as well as environmental protection measures and the mitigation of 

the impact to climate change, will be included. 

 
Aleksandar Jovović, Faculty of Mechanical Engineering, University of Belgrade - 

pointed out that the waste management strategy gave minimal results for a period of last 10 

years. The first strategic document on waste management in the Republic of Serbia was 

published in 2003. We are still at the level of striving at collecting and updating accurate data 

on the quantities of all types of waste. It is important to note that the Republic of Serbia 

recently opened a chapter on statistics in the EU accession process, indicating that this 

problem could be resolved in the short term. Ministry is finishing the document Cleaner 

production strategy in the Republic of Serbia, which would help waste be recognized as 

energy potential. 

He underlined very important question regarding the waste management strategy: 

"Why did the energy sector not recognize waste as a resource?". The reason rests in the fact 

that waste is simply disposed in bulk without attempting to use it for energy purposes. Mr. 

Aleksandar Jovović noted that this is the ninth state administration that has not solved the 

issue of waste as an energy resource. General public refuse to support incineration plants, 

although they do live in the vicinity of various pollutants, industries and factories and they do 

not rise up regardless of the scale of their danger. In the Republic of Serbia, waste treatment is 

being looked at differently and this is one of the reasons why the amendments to the Law on 

Waste Management cannot be introduced for the third year, now. Alexander Jovović repeated 

that our infrastructure is highly undeveloped and that if we are going to deliver the objectives 

of the circular economy, this segment must suffer the largest changes. The plan of the 

Republic of Serbia is to open Chapter 27, likewise Montenegro which has already opened 

this chapter. 

The last panelist, Mr. Dušan Vasiljević, expressed the overarching need to set up an 

accountable and sustainable system for the environmental management and to create 

preconditions for the circular economy business model. In his opinion, the successful 

definition and the strategic goals that system needs to achieve, requires, first of all, in-depth 

analysis of the current situation with clear awareness of the reasons that brought to the actual 

state of the art, with insight to available resources (material, financial, human and time), 
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technologies and, above all, the unbiased access to the relevant information. 

It is of the paramount importance to provide a consensus on what we want to achieve 

in long-term, also known as strategic goals (from 10 to 50 years)short-term, medium-term (5-

10 years), which are implementation plans and (1-5 years), which are operational tasks. 

The circular economy is still a part of the liberal concept that promotes consumerism, 

however with the focus being shifted towards sustainable production and sustainable 

consumption and with a significant reduction in the environmental impact. Over time, 

development of new technologies and the creation of different consumption matrix will 

accomplish sustainable balance between these two poles of the modern economy, where the 

added value is gained by invested work, and not on unlimited and cheap exploitation of non-

renewable natural resources. Industrial Revolution 4.0, or Circular Economy as its 

implementation platform, fosters the use of primary production’s left-overs and waste 

generated from used products, while utilizing renewable energy and introducing deep 

digitalization as a tool for maximizing production optimization and minimizing impact on the 

environment. 

Mr. Vasiljević claimed that existing information on waste are unreliable because of the 

data collection scheme, which is not fully accountable and reliable and might be subject to 

misuse or false information. For example, generated waste quantities are reported decreasing 

over the years while the situation on field shows the opposite. Existing data collection 

system does not enable indisputable and valid data on quantities and waste status at any 

time. We need a "frog jump" to reach developed countries in the region and in the European 

Union. 

 
At the end of this panel, Dušan Vasiljević announced the most advanced digital 

product of the project Circular Serbia, which was designed in cooperation with MVP 

Workshop in order to support efforts in promotion the circular economy business model. 

Mališa Pušonja and Milan Ilić introduced Greenchain, a platform based on blockchain 

technology which aims at providing transparent, reliable and accurate tracking of waste 

streams. Currently, only 2 to 3% of waste is recycled in Serbia, but this information should be 

considered with a rather comfortable margin because there are no accurate data on real 

quantities. This system should secure that all the information are integrated in a safe and 

transparent way so that at any moment one can check the history of the process, with full 

reliability and without possibility to induce any changes. 

 
In further discussion, it has been pointed out to frameworks that should contribute 

to amendments and adjustments in the public procurement and how to use public resources 

(The Law on Tariffs is almost adopted), and functional changes in the state administration and 

the chamber system. Ecological transition is a must because the price of electricity shall be 

increased for 20% and today we have almost 14% of electricity losses in the grid, 55% of the 

losses of drinking water in the distribution system while only 1.5% of the territory that is 

covered by wastewater treatment systems. Hazardous and special waste treatments have been 

seen as a paramount problem. Huge quantities of unassigned hazardous waste were found 

buried at different locations in the Republic of Serbia, without information on the origin or 

ownership of the waste. 

A Circular Economy Model can help in preventing irregularities or misuse that does 

happen in practice. Good example is a cement industry, where waste is used as a resource. 
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Dr.SunčicaVještica, a professor at Faculty of Applied Ecology “Futura” and Director 

of Futura Institute, replied to Mr.Willts by saying that, for the implementation of the circular 

economy, a significant investment is needed, while also stating that there is the initial 

money located in the budgets of local governments. The greatest burden of the 

implementation of a circular economy will be carried out by industries and it is legitimate 

that they claim the most of the benefit. The green money management system has to change 

for the benefit of the industry and to provide incentives for investment in other areas of the 

environmental management as well as wastewater treatment systems. The green fund model 

must exist and it should be managed by the Ministry of Environmental Protection. 

 
Second Panel 

 
• Introductory presentation: Results of the study visit to Germany and the Netherlands - 

Jana Nikolas, Wuppertal Institute 

• Siniša Mitrović - Director of the Circular Economy Service 

• Vladimir Živaljević, Association of recyclers of Serbia - problems in business 

• and good examples from practice 

• Andrea Radonjić, Coca-Cola HBC - experience with packaging waste in Serbia and 

the region 

• DušanJakovljević, "Futura" Faculty of Applied Ecology - Cooperation 

non-governmental sector and economy 

 
Moderator: Dušan Vasiljević, President of the WBCG Board 

 
The Key Note address was made by Jana Nikolas, coordinator of the study visit to 

Netherlands, Belgium, and Germany. During the study trip, the participants visited the 

University of Delft where presentations from different CE regions took place: introductory 

lectures, new standards (standardization), consumer models and opportunities, circular 

procurement, reuse strategy, marketing approach, business strategies, training programs and 

recommendations for the implementation of the CE with visit to the incinerator and the 

Reception Center in Wuppertal, a visit to the University of Aachen with a tour through the 

institute and workshop, at the end of the day. 

 
Special attention was paid to recycling of metals, especially the ones that are most 

commonly used in modern electronics and whose recycling is not economically cost-effective 

but mandatory by law (so-called paradox CE) - precious metals, rare grounds, lanthanide, etc. 

During the visit, participants were able to see pyro metallurgy plants, digitalization of 

management and process control, laboratories for different types of waste and municipal 

waste, etc. During a visit to the re-use center in Gel (Belgium), the method of operation and 

financing of the Center was explained, while showing sections for reception, sorting, material 

processing and sales area. The last day, the participants of the trip visited the Metabolon 

center near Cologne (Lindlar). Metabolon is set on a plot of about 3.5 km2 with height 

difference about 150m and which was converted into a kind of educational center for different 

ages - from the youngsters to adults. The facility serves as collection/recycling center, a large 

area for composting, for use of landfill gas, anaerobic digestion plant and waste disposal 

cassettes (less than 2% of the total waste). A special part of the center comprises facilities for 

education, lecture rooms, exhibition spaces, and libraries. 
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The discussion on the second panel has evolved into the interactive communication of 

all participants with emphasis on industry and conditions for the development of the circular 

economy in Serbia. 

 
Participants of the panel agreed that the most important is to obtain proper design of 

the end product, aiming at easy maintenance and prolonged life, enhancing that the 

composition and quality enable quick and efficient recycling. 

 
Andrea Radonjić pointed out that, for example, Coca-Cola manages packaging and 

packaging waste in accordance with the laws of the Republic of Serbia and that it is their 

business model that all packaging are put on the market of the Republic of Serbia and 

recycled (their target as a global international company is to recycle 100% of their packaging 

waste by 2030). In order to achieve set goals, the primary selection at the site of waste 

generation is necessary. 

 
Vladimir Zivaljević, the Serbian Recycling Association, highlighted three terms: the 

term of synergy, the term of the rules of law and the term of the partnership. He 

pointed out that the Republic of Serbia is not sufficiently partner-oriented to stakeholders. 

For example, recycling activities on the market of the Republic of Serbia are neither 

presented nor perceived properly and that there are no real mechanisms for financing or 

monitoring in Serbia. He pointed out to the fact that we have 11 billion dinars of eco-tax 

revenues, that only 0.1% of the waste is recycled and that still we have waste permanently 

disposed on unregulated dumps while the waste could be much better used. 

 
Siniša Mitrović, Head of the Circular Economy Department in the Serbian Chamber of 

Commerce, pointed out that it is of utmost need to improve the infrastructure for managing 

hazardous and special waste streams in the Republic of Serbia. At this moment, Turkish 

companies come and invest in the textile sector in the Republic of Serbia and the questions is: 

"Where and how is textile waste handled?". He also stressed that the parliament and business 

sector should join their efforts together in order to secure successful implementation of the 

circular economy in practice. 

Mr. Mitrović pointed out that the role of the Department of Circular Economy in The 

Ministry of Environment has been recognized as the anchor for the initiative to promote the 

Republic of Serbia to be one of the founders of the World Organization for Green Economy. 

He also suggested that an agenda of activities for 2019 should be made. 

 
Failure to conform is one of the essential obstacles to begin with implementation of 

the circular economy platform in the recycling sector. Dušan Jakovljević, Faculty for the 

Applied Ecology, "Futura" has recommended everyone to travel to Europe and see how much 

damage to your country is caused by day-to-day negligence. 

The fact that in the last ten years has been no investments in the waste treatment plants 

raises the question:  "Where does the money go from eco-taxes?”. Implementation of the 

Extended producer responsibility did not come to life, as well as the system of paying taxes, 

which brings us back to the start. 



 

   
Western Balkans Consulting Global group; MB 21020362; PIB 108542358; Br.Rn. 105-9912-72, AIK Banka Beograd 

 

For Mr. Dušan Jakovljević, recycling of 100% means perfected technology. 

Panelists were unanimous that the current position of the Republic of Serbia is quite 

distant from the point of full implementation of circulation economy principles. The 

weakest links are low awareness, inadequate education, outdated and unreliable 

information and the lack of a focused effort to protect the environment. Only the joint 

action of all stakeholders can bring the result. 

The circular economy represents a new paradigm in behavior, habits, business, 

and understanding. To make this model work, everyone needs to know where they 

go wrong, in order not to repeat their own and others' failures. A good part of the 

Serbian society does not recognize the circular economy as something that will 

contribute to personal well-being; they avoid payment of eco tax and do not act in 

accordance with the laws of the Republic of Serbia (one of the latest example of 

irregular and illicit disposal of hazardous waste was Obrenovac where barrels of 

unidentified toxic waste was found). 

 
The Republic of Serbia must undertake deep changes in all structures of 

society, especially in education, in the implementation of the framework of the fourth 

industrial revolution and to introduce deep digitization in industry. A small number of 

companies embrace the concept of the circular economy as its own business model. 

Moreover, the expectations of the country are great, thus the recommendation would 

be to intensify cooperation between the Ministry and industries. 

 
Key messages: 

 
o circular economy presents is a new paradigm in behavior, habits, businesses 

operations and understanding; 

o transition from linear to circular economy model is a must; 
o more of the renewable energy should be used in future; 
o the three I’s in promotion of circular economy are Innovations, Infrastructure 

and Information; 
o the circular economy provides new jobs; 
o cross-sectoral cooperation is necessary; 
o circular economy mitigates the negative effects on climate change; 
o waste is a commodity and a valuable resource, it can and must be treated in such 

manner; 
o the issue is not just the level of recycling, but also who and to what extent 

uses products of the waste treatment and whether there are enough of raw material 

– efficiency of the system; 

o to introduce strict standards for recycled materials and to define the 

transaction costs, i.e. costs of technological transition; 

o a close link between science and industry, research and development is 

necessary; 
o the level of recycling in Serbia is unreasonably low (below 3%) which 

makes this Country completely depended on natural resources; 
o it is necessary to identify transitional, political, economic and social risks; 
o it is mandatory to ultimately reduce the consumption of disposable, redundant 

and unused packaging and products, regardless of the efficiency of the recycling 

system; 

o the bearers of transition to the circular economy are industry, government and 
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local administration, society as a whole and above all, science; 

o current legal framework is not encouraging at full implementation of the 

circular economy model; 

o the existing system for financing development projects and new technologies 

required for the implementation of the new business model, are inadequate 

and inefficient; 

o previous waste management strategy for the past 10 years delivered no results; 
o the new National Waste Management Strategy shall comprise principles of the 

circular economy as well as preventive measures for environmental protection and 

for mitigating negative of climate changes; 
o infrastructure in Serbia is rather undeveloped; 
o waste is not recognized as an energy product, the existing legal regulation 

does not see it in such manner; 
o to open Chapter 27 in the EU accession negotiations process as soon as possible; 
o it is absolutely necessary to set up an accountable and sustainable system for 

managing environmental issues and such to secure prerequisite for the 

implementation of the circular economy business model; 

o deep industrial digitization is required as a comprehensive tool for optimization 

of both production and consumption, and to reduce environmental footprints; 

o the existing method of recording waste streams is unreliable and does not 

provide insight into the real situation; 

o new technologies allow a “frog leap” towards a higher degree of sustainable 

economic growth and social welfare; 
o to change public procurement system and ways of using public goods is a must; 
o it is necessary to carry out ecological transition since natural resources, such 

as water and energy will soon became scarce and steep growth of economic prices 

are inevitable, thus the current irresponsible way of exploitation cannot be 

sustained; 

o an outstanding problem of hazardous and special types of waste streams, 

including medical, pharmaceutical, toxic, nuclear and pathological waste, 

still exists; 

o the circular economy model can help preventing irregularities, abuses and 

malfunctioning in practice; 
o resources are there, they only need to be identified and mobilized; 
o a sustainable method of financing must be made – the only solution is a proper 

Green Fund as independent financial institution; 
o the green money management system must take into account the interest of the 

industries which carries the greatest burden on the transition of the economic model; 

o if all people on earth would live like people in Germany, we would need two 

and a half planets to keep it sustainable; 

o if all people on earth would live like people in the US, we would need 4 planets 

to keep it sustainable; 

o annual production of plastic on planet Earth is equal to the weight of all people 

who live on it; 

o companies must recognize profit in order to embrace and implement concept of 

the circular economy model; 
o a transparent waste market must be set to enable free access and use of raw 

materials; to accomplish it, it is absolutely necessary to have accurate information 

on quantities, types, quality, status, owner, and location of waste; 
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o to support intensive use of agricultural waste for the energy sector (biogas and 

biomass plants); 
o circular economy business model would provide up to 36% increase of 

renewable energy production; 

o cooperation of the ministry with professional and experts’ organizations is not at 

satisfactory level; 

o public trust in institutions is worryingly low. The reason is multifold, from 

ignorance to inefficient administration; 

o it is necessary to establish cross-sectoral synchronization and coordinated 

operation of all stakeholders in order to achieve sustainable results and full 

implementation of modern business models; 

o the resources are massively exploited, without any responsibility; 

o it is necessary to insist on the full implementation of the Extended producer 

responsibility; 

o the reorganization of the public utility sector must be carried out; 
o the circular economy model can be implemented in Serbia; 
o for the successful implementation of the circular economy concept, it is 

necessary that the parliament and business sector join their efforts together 
o to create an agenda for 2019; 
o to support the initiative for promoting Republic of Serbia at  becoming a 

cofounder of the World Green Economy Organization; 
o the question is where the money from eco-taxes goes 
o only joint action of all stakeholders can deliver results. 
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