
Study program: Bachelor academic studies of environmental protection (BASEP) 

Type and degree of studies: Bachelor academic studies, I degree 

Subject name: Ecological ethics Subject code 6O3EET 

Professor: Dr. Aleksic M. Jordan, Associate professor 

Subject status: Optional 

Number of ECTS points: 5 

Condition: none 

Subject goal  
The aim of this course is to give students a clear, systematic and comprehensive introduction to the philosophical and practical 

issues underlying the ecological and ethical issues, to explain the creation, mutual differentiation and the practical significance 

of ethical theory whose elements are society’s responds to ecological and ethical problems, to encourage students for 

responsible plurality of opinion in the sphere of applied ethics in the field of environmental protection in terms of the 

implications of anthropocentric, ecocentric and biocentric approach, in order to deeply understand the characteristics of 

environmental ethics. 

Subject outcome  
Enabling students for proper understanding of the content of environmental ethics, ethical traditions and theories, 

understanding the place of environmental ethics in the genesis of social attitudes toward environmental nature in general, and 

the problems and challenges faced in philosophical discussions and in practical application. Also, students are able to 

independently and objectively identify, monitor, investigate and interpret, through the principles of the law of connected 

vessels, ecological and ethical issues and questions of importance for dealing with environmental protection and sustainable 

development. 

Subject content  

Theoretical classes  

The concept of ethics. The term, objectivity and objectives of environmental ethics. Science and ethics. Philosophy and ethics. 

Short background of motif for occurrence of environmental ethics in the world and in our country. Ethical theories: ethical 

relativism, the tradition of natural law, teleology, utilitarianism, deontology - ethics of duty and rights, religious ecological 

ethic. The term of accountability. The concept of truth in ecological ethics. Anthropocentric ethics. Ecocentric ethics. 

Biocentric ethics. The term value: instrumental, value  per se, intrinsic value. The concept of holism. Why protect endangered 

species? The concept of character. The land ethic. Deep ecology. Environmental ethics and social ecology. Eco-philosophy. 

The concept of environmental justice. Ethics of the environmental movement. Ecological pragmatism. What we owe to future 

generations? Relations of ethics toward technological solutions of environmental problems. Environmental ethics and the 

media. The challenges of the 21st century for environmental ethics. 

 

Practical classes  

Debate on the eco-ethical issues and topics of importance for the understanding of materiality of environmental ethics. 

Audiovisual exercises - viewing of multimedia forms of eco-ethical content and their interpretation in a group and 

individually in the form of essays. 
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Number of active classes Other classes 

Lectures: 2  

 

Practical 

classes:1 

Other forms of classes:  Study research 

work:  

 

Classes conduction methods  
Lectures, audiovisual exercises, seminar work, oral exam. Practical work in the form of preparation and participation in 

debates on ecological and ethical issues. 

Knowledge evaluation (maximum number of points is 100) 
Pre-exam obligations  points Final exam Points 

Activities during lectures  20 written exam  40 

Practical classes  30 oral exam   

Seminar paper 10   

 


